The International Commission for the History of Mathematics (ICHM): An introduction and a call to the international community of historians of mathematics  by Hunger Parshall, Karen
Historia Mathematica 30 (2003) 1–2
www.elsevier.com/locate/hm
Editorial
The International Commission for the History of Mathematics
(ICHM): An introduction and a call to the international community
of historians of mathematics
Introduction to the ICHM
The International Commission for the History of Mathematics (ICHM) is an inter-union commission
joining the International Mathematical Union (IMU) and the Division of the History of Science (DHS)
of the International Union for the History and Philosophy of Science (IUHPS). The ICHM comprises
representatives of some 55 nations—those nations in which the history of mathematics is taught and/or
actively researched—and is governed by a 10-person Executive Committee. The complete list of ICHM
members, as well as the names of the Executive Committee members, appears quarterly on the back
cover of Historia Mathematica.
The ICHM has two international aims: first, to encourage the study of the history of mathematics,
and, second, to promote a high level of historically and mathematically sophisticated scholarship in the
field. It works to realize these goals in a number of ways. Perhaps first and foremost, it oversees Historia
Mathematica, its official journal. As Historia Mathematica’s readers well know, the journal was founded
in 1974 by Kenneth O. May and publishes original research on the history of the mathematical sciences
in all periods and in all cultural settings.
The ICHM also engages in a variety of special projects and regular activities to promote and encourage
the history of mathematics. The two most recent special projects are the updated CD-ROM version of
The History of Mathematics from Antiquity to the Present: A Selective Annotated Bibliography, edited
by Albert C. Lewis and produced by the American Mathematical Society in 2000, and the book Writing
the History of Mathematics: Its Historical Development, coedited by Joseph W. Dauben and Christoph
Scriba and published in the fall of 2002 by Birkhäuser Verlag. Both represent the combined efforts of
several dozen historians of mathematics internationally. The latter, in particular, traces the history and
methodology of the history of mathematics in different countries throughout the world. The book also
contains appendixes that provide invaluable and hard-to-obtain biographical information on key scholars
of the history of mathematics in addition to exhaustive bibliographical information.
Among the ICHM’s regular activities, four are of particular importance. First, the ICHM sponsors or
co-sponsors scientific symposia at the International Congresses of the History of Science, at meetings
of national history of science and mathematics societies, and at other conferences. Most recently, it co-
sponsored (with the Institute for Mathematics of the Chinese Academy of Science (CAS) and the Institute
for History of Natural Sciences (CAS)) an “International Colloquium for the History of Mathematics”
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conference prior to the International Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) in Beijing, focused on the three
general themes of “Transmission and Transformation of Mathematics: East and West,” “Mathematical
Thought in the Twentieth Century,” and “Mathematics in China.” Second, the ICHM awards, once every
four years on the occasion of the International Congress of the History of Science, the Kenneth O.
May Medal to historians of mathematics for outstanding contributions to the history of mathematics.
The most recent recipients of the May Medal—Ubiratan d’Ambrosio (Sao Paolo, Brazil) and Lam Lay
Yong (Singapore)—were announced in Mexico City in August 2001. Ubiratan d’Ambrosio received
his medal in Mexico City, while Lam Lay Yong officially received hers at ICM-2002 in Beijing on
the occasion of another ICHM-co-sponsored meeting, the International Symposium on the History of
Chinese Mathematics held at the Beijing Science and Technology Museum. The next May medalist will
be announced in Beijing in 2005. Third, the ICHM maintains a website at http://www.math.uu.nl/ichm,
which it hopes will come to serve the international community of historians of mathematics as a source
of current information on upcoming conferences and symposia as well as on other information pertinent
to members of the field. Fourth, the ICHM maintains the World Directory of Historians of Mathematics.
These last two activities prompt the present call to historians of mathematics internationally.
Call to the International Community of Historians of Mathematics
The ICHM is currently engaged in producing an updated, electronic version of the World Directory of
Historians of Mathematics, the third edition of which came out in paper form in 1995. The problem with
the paper version, of course, was that it was already obsolete at the time of its printing. The Web version of
the Directory will be maintained as an up-to-date database of practitioners in the field at the ICHM’s Web
site. In order to get this database up and running, however, the ICHM needs your help. Please visit the
ICHM website and fill out the questionnaire you will find there. It asks for such basic information as your
name, address, e-mail address, and primary and secondary areas of research interest within the history
of mathematics. Please also spread the word to other historians of mathematics, encouraging them to do
the same. If you or your colleagues do not have easy access to the Web, then please write to the ICHM
Secretary, Jan P. Hogendijk, at hogend@math.uu.nl or at the Department of Mathematics, University of
Utrecht, P.O. Box 80.010, 3508 TA Utrecht, The Netherlands for a hard copy of the questionnaire. (Once
the database is relatively complete, the ICHM will supply on request, although most likely at a small fee,
a hard copy of the Directory for those without easy Web access.)
Relative to conferences, symposia, and news of the profession, please send announcements with
complete details on dates, locations, speakers, topics, contact people, etc. to the ICHM Secretary. Please
plan also to make the ICHM Web site one that you visit regularly to keep abreast of activities in the field.
We can only gather this information and make this Web site successful with your help. Please help the
ICHM fulfill its aim of creating a true, international community of historians of mathematics.
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